A recent survey (Garfield (1976) Does this have relevance to cancer research? The answer is "Yes". T cells are responsible for recognising "non-self", and they do it very well under conditions of normal antigen challenge. The conditions for T-cell activation are, however, rather precise. If, as most people assume, there are at least certain "non-self" features of cancer cells, lack of T-cell responses must be due to an absence of T-cell activating ability by these molecules. One hesitates to speculate further, but cancer immunologists would do well to read this review, and ponder their own uniquely difficult problems.
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